FOUR       TALES       BY        ZELIDE
<C MADAM,

" I regret finding myself under the compul-
sion of saying disobliging things to a person of
your sex, and, I will add, of your merit; for,
without having informed myself about you, which
would have been useless, as I could not be swayed
by what I learnt, I have nevertheless heard much
of you that is creditable. Once more I regret
having to say disobliging things to you; but to
leave your letter without a reply would be even
more uncivil than to confute it. It is therefore the
latter course that I find myself compelled to take.
" First, madam, I might say that I have no other
proofs of your attachment to my son than what
you yourself tell me, together with a connection
that does not always demonstrate a very great
attachment; but, supposing this attachment to be
indeed as great as you affirm (and I admit that I
Incline to believe it), why should I not think that
another woman might love my son as much as you
do, and, even supposing that another woman,
whom he might marry, should not love him with
an equal tenderness and devotion, is it certain
that such a degree of partiality is a great benefit to
him, and is it clear to you that he has need of such
great sacrifices from a woman? But I will suppose
that it is a great good; even then, is such an attach-
ment everything? You speak to me of the dis-
order that one sees In most establishments; but is
it sound reasoning to resign oneself to suffering
certain disadvantages because elsewhere there are
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